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Legislation, concerns for the environmental and public opinion, among others, are all factors to
which the metal finishing industry must respond. The industry must develop coatings that will con-
tinue to provide the functionality and value that original equipment manufacturers, designers and
consumers have come to expect—and that meet the requirements of an increasingly environmen-
tally aware public. Chromium plating will be reviewed as a base line process against which the
alternatives may be measured. Various alternative coatings will be discussed, including operating
parameters, composition and use.
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