
• Hard chrome plating (slow dissolu-
tion of anode)

• Decorative chrome plating (slow dis-
solution of anode)

• Tin-lead soldering (from effl uent)
• Electrolytic pickling (slow dissolu-

tion of anode)
• Zinc plating (lead impurities in zinc 

anode)
• Leaded steel and leaded brass (dis-

solution of parts)
• Burnishing of zinc die casting (from 

parts)
• Polishing operations (from parts)

The lowering of the lead TRI report-
ing threshold for lead and lead com-
pounds has been sharply criticized by 
industry groups and the U.S. House 
of Representatives Science Commit-
tee, who have argued that EPA’s justifi -
cation for the rule is inaccurate, that it 
will impose an undue fi nancial burden 
on business (particularly small busi-
ness), and that the Agency did not 
follow appropriate process in devel-
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TRI Reporting Threshold Lowered
For Lead & Lead Compounds

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) fi nal rule that lowered 
the TRI reporting threshold for lead 
and lead compounds to 100 pounds a 
year was effective on April 17, 2001. 
The fi nal rule was published on Janu-
ary 17, 2001, but the effective date was 
delayed until the Bush Administration 
could review the rule. Although indus-
try groups claim that this action is 
a political gesture to mollify environ-
mental groups for recent actions taken 
by the Bush Administration on other 
environmental issues, EPA Adminis-
trator Christine Todd Whitman said 
at the announcement that the Agency 
expects “This new reporting require-
ment will result in real decreases”  in 
lead emissions. 

Rule Requires Reporting
For the Entire Calendar Year
Even though the effective date for this 
new rule is April 17, 2001, it requires 
TRI reporting of lead and lead com-
pounds for the entire calendar year 
2001. This means that facilities would 
have to calculate the amount of lead 
and lead compounds they manufacture 
(as defi ned by EPA), process, or oth-
erwise use to determine whether they 
trigger the 100-pound threshold start-
ing January 1, 2001. The new report-
ing threshold applies to the manufac-
ture (including coincidental manufac-
ture), process, or otherwise use of lead 
and lead compounds. Given the rela-
tively low reporting thresholds, if your 
facility is performing any of the fol-
lowing metal fi nishing operations (as 
well as others), you may now be sub-
ject to TRI reporting requirements for 
lead and lead compounds:

oping the rule. A coalition of metal 
industry groups fi led a lawsuit chal-
lenging the fi nal rule as unwarranted. 
In addition, EPA’s Science Advisory 
Board (SAB) will conduct a compre-
hensive review of the rule’s scientifi c 
basis, including the application of the 
persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic 
(PBT) criteria to metals. If the SAB 
fi nds serious fl aws in the Agency’s sci-
entifi c basis, it could impact the imple-
mentation of the new lead TRI report-
ing threshold and EPA’s PBT Initia-
tive.

Unless, and until, the effective date 
of the fi nal rule is stayed or overturned 
by a court, facilities will be required 
to report any releases of lead and lead 
compounds, if they manufacture, pro-
cess, or otherwise use more than 100 
pounds of lead or lead compounds in 
a calendar year. These new reporting 
requirements will be applicable to the 
Form R Reports to be submitted in 
July 2002. P&SF

AESF/NAMF/MFSA
Government Relations Office
The Policy Group
1120 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036
Ph. 202/457-0630
FAX 202/457-0638

Facilities will be 
required to report any 
releases of lead and 
lead compounds, if 
they manufacture, 
process, or otherwise 
use more than 100 
pounds of lead or 
lead compounds in a 
calendar year. 


