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A Photo Fortlolio-of the First Golden Age

6. WY Siirface finishing

QA half-centusy age, decesalive plating was ceming inte ds feyday, with the autemelive
industyy cemprising ils Langest segment. The cavs of that exa weve “daip ping with
chiveme’”’ and new techinelogics seemed o fe emesging esowy week. Eoex impresing ceating
syatems and processes fox mullilayewd cop pov-nickel-fvemium wewe advancing

apace. Jhe cutput of avea plated could be expressed intevms of squaze miles pex yeax,
as the enginesxs designed and develeped the machines and precesses te manufacuxe the
millicns of grilles, bumpess and otfier automelive body haxdwave that was the essence of

Ja Neath Umenica, the aulemakiews (many mexe than the big thuee al the time ) did afmest
evewything in-fiewse, indluding plating. Wethin Geneval Meless, the Tonostedt Divisien
was wspsnsible fox pyoducing much of the plated autemetive bedy haxdwane, guilles,
emblems, wheel covevs, deex Randles, and en and en. Jls exiginal claim lo. fame was the
manufacluve of windeus vegubates mechanismos, beginning in the 192Cs. She Tewnatedt
Division had six plants (and buiefly a seventh ) af Detweil and Flint, Michigan,
Columbas and Elyxia, Chie, Funton, New Jewey and Syvacuse, New Yerk. QA the time,
Jewaltedt was said te contain the laxgest plating facililies in the werld,
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She Jewnstedt Divisien was cne of many picneews in the field of decenative plating.
Qleng with Fexd, Chuaysles, etfiex Genoval Maters Divisiens and ethex nutomobile
cempanies consigned lo Risteny, the industey scught autemative fiaxdusave that presided a
buight finishi appealing le the customex, and cexvesion dunability thad weuld feep the cax
Leoking new fox yeaxs be come.

Neae of this could have been dene witheud the sup plicw, whese woeawh and develepment
effodds puasided the plating precesses lo med the needs of the automebile industyy. Cf
counse these finishes wese net just bimited o the aulemobile, as applications as divevse as
mavine fiaxdware and fusnituse all benefifed fxem these technelogico.

Jeday, these plating facililies fiave been dismantled, and the plants fhuwe cilfies been
demelished ox cenveded to cthiex wses. What fellows, then, is a podfelic of phelographs,
lafien decades age, which presevse a leok al the plaling facililies al th: Texnstedt plants.
The facilities ave theve, waxts, encxusted plating salls and abl. While many of the
engineeving delails in these pheles ave Leal lo Ristony, they proside a lock al whal many
censides lo fe the gelden age of aulomelive decosative plating.

utemelive decoxative plating began much eadliey than mid-centuny, as shewn by the
phicte of the plating depastment at the Sewnotedl-Detxeil plant, taken in 1926ﬂ

PLATING AT TERNSTEDT PLANT 16, DETROIT, MICHIGAN, IN 1926
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At in Metal Fonishing - Q 1930 vintage Sontiac Fadian Fead wadiatex Cap. The Laceiv dectuwlowmed in coppex,
Swaced and assomfled b bhc dhuminm Zimiofed dit<ast dng and cap paece.

PLATING AT TERNSTEDT 1923 THRU 1962

T the 19205, the finish of cheice
was Suffed nickel (1923 ), with
ceppex added Latex in the decade te
impreve adhesicn (1927 ). By the
end of the decade, commencial
finst time.

Jhe adpent of Weskd Wax 2 and
the explosion of technelogy in the
pest-was peried ueught many
dhanges. Theve was a pert-up
demand fox medewn aute styling
felloming the tempesany halt in
civilian preduction. This led to
aduances in fxight covesion
vesistant Cu- Ni-Cx finishes, and

i finishes that eveloedin
the 1960 and 70
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PRODUCTS FOR THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

Today's cars arw ltaraity “nahidits o whaeli”™ of Tormatedt trim and hardwice,

ke 1963 Touwtedt!
Jn a 1963 premelicnal fnechuee ca the Tounstedt Divisica of GAL, this meckup displayed the
vavidy ef diemiwm plated parts used on the cass of the day.

| Q goung Goowal Matows Tnotidube coep 2budont o pects veanics mivies fnadheds exbing a e tank in 1959,
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@ massive hoiot bianvlow a lead of fedy side moddings bo bhe next tant o the Gine.
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I Lacking dewn the coppes plabing side of the fsiol line. Nebe bhe PUC exhaust dudy bcbueen cach stabion. ]

I Ansthes i of Ui coppes plabing side of e folst Gne and tie exhaist dudts Sbeen each station.
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Fads feing bnamsloved fcbmeen dnves.
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| Bank of solution Lilkow and stouage banks.
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CArothe: cion of selution liltew and stowage tanks.
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| Dagped mickel ansdes and cmbual fuame on aubsautic plating madhine. [
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Radhk sn cavers i nickel lant shecong auxifiawy anedt cranectira.
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| Genewal wiess of manual plated plastics line and wacking avea. [
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| Racking awa Lox manal plated plastics line (small padds ). ]
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Small pads wadbted Lox manual plated plastics e,
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